s Pass the Star Act

The Major Richard Star Act

The clean, standalone Star Act (H.R. 2102)

Contact your lawmakers:
passthestaract.org/take-action

The problem

Combat-injured veterans medically retired before 20 years of service are denied their full retired pay because they also
receive VA disability compensation.

Retired pay is earned by service. VA disability compensation is for the injury. Veterans who serve 20 years and have a
50% or higher VA rating can generally receive both in full.

What the clean Star Act does

e Lets combat-injured veterans medically retired under Chapter 61 with fewer than 20 years receive both their full
retired pay and their VA compensation.

e Doesn’t cut any other veteran’s benefits to pay for it.

e Starts the first month after it becomes law. Not retroactive.

Who it covers

About 54,000-60,000 combat-injured veterans medically retired under Chapter 61 with fewer than 20 years of service
(estimates vary by source).

Where it stands

e The discharge petition reached 218 signatures on September 15, 2026, which lets supporters force a House vote. A
vote is expected after the House returns in November.
e Bipartisan support: about 340 House cosponsors and about 80 Senate cosponsors, from both parties.

e |f Congress hasn’t passed it and sent it to the President by the time this Congress ends on January 3, 2027, it dies
and must be reintroduced.

The ask

e House: “Will you vote YES on the clean, standalone Major Richard Star Act when it reaches the floor, with no cuts to
other veterans’ benefits?”

e Senate: “When the House passes the Star Act, will you pass it without changes, and without cutting other veterans’
benefits, before this Congress ends on January 3,20277”

Sources: Govinfo: H.Res. 1247 text (www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/BILLS/119/2/hres/BILLS-119hres1247ih.xml); MOAA, Sept. 2026 (www.moaa.org/content/publications-
and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/benefits/major-richard-star-act-discharge-petition-clears-threshold/); House Clerk: Discharge Petition No. 22
(clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2026052122); Stars and Stripes, Sept. 16, 2026 (www.stripes.com/theaters/us/2026-09-16/richard-star-act-vote-22873748.html);
MOAA SITREP (www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/benefits/moaa-sitrep-the-major-richard-star-act/); U.S.
Constitution, 20th Amendment (constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-20/).

Facts current as of September 27, 2026. Full sources: passthestaract.org/the-bill

PassTheStarAct.org, an independent, veteran-led campaign. Not affiliated with any veterans service organization, the Department
of Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs, or any member of Congress.



